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Unfit laws on trial at Northumbria
Northumbria Law School’s Centre for Evidence and Criminal Justice Studies
has hosted a multi-disciplinary professional seminar discussing the Law
Commission’s proposal to overhaul the law and practice regarding Unfitness
to Plead in the criminal courts.
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The seminar, held in partnership with New Park Court Chambers, reviewed
the Law Commission report earlier this year that concluded the current law
was not fit for purpose and recommended a radical overhaul to modernise
th
the test for unfitness. This has not fundamentally changed since the mid-19
Century. It would also change the procedure for dealing with vulnerable
defendants who are not fit to stand trial and for the first time introduce a
systematic way of dealing with such defendants in the Magistrates’ Courts.
There were presentations from the Law Commissioner who headed up the
Unfitness to Plead law reform project, an Australian academic who authored
the definitive piece on the Commission’s proposals, a leading consultant
forensic psychiatrist who manages medium secure units in the North, two
QCs plus other barristers including the past Chairman of the Bar Council and
lead counsel on the main fitness to plead human rights case from the House
of Lords. The packed room was full of doctors, solicitors, barristers,
intermediaries and academics who were fully engaged in debate about the
prospects for better systems for dealing with defendants who lack the
capacity to undergo a full criminal trial.
The Centre for Evidence and Criminal Justice Studies has been substantially
engaged in the law reform project, including extensive contribution to the
consultation process and in developing awareness among lawyers, clinicians
and other criminal justice professionals. This event further contributed to a
deeper understanding of the prospects of law change being implemented and
the likely practical implications the new proposals.

Northumbria is a research-rich, business-focused, professional university with
a global reputation for academic excellence. To find out more about our
courses go to www.northumbria.ac.uk
If you have a media enquiry please contact our Media and Communications
team at media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk or call 0191 227 4571.
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