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Santander internship scheme leads to
perfect placement

Tourism and Events Management student Rachel Dickinson has joined
BeaconHouse Events on a year-long salaried position. 

The 21-year-old’s successful placement with BeaconHouse Events follows an
earlier internship with the Newcastle-based company, funded as part of a
long-standing partnership agreement between Northumbria and Santander to
support small and growing businesses.

https://www.beaconhouse-events.co.uk/
http://corp-ca.northumbria.ac.uk/sitecore/shell/Controls/Rich%20Text%20Editor/~/link.aspx?_id=58303F76F22240FDA8F6C6ED75400B6A&_z=z


BeaconHouse Events is an award-winning business that specialises in running
professional conferences, award ceremonies, outdoor events, exhibitions and
festivals. It also helps organisations with their sales and marketing strategies,
including developing membership networks. After helping out at a number of
high-profile events with BeaconHouse Events last year, including the
international Building Information Modelling (BIM) Conference, Rachel was
keen to build further on this with a full-time internship. She says the offer of
a year-long placement is an incredible opportunity.

“I’m over the moon with this role,” she explained. “Last year I worked on
around 10 events and being on site where the action takes place was
incredibly valuable and great fun. Having the opportunity to enhance our
university learning with actual hands-on experience makes a huge difference
and I would recommend it to anyone.”

Rachel added: “The team at BeaconHouse Events has been so helpful and
brilliant to work with. I’m doing something I really enjoy and learning so
much at the same time.”

Sharon Wilson, Senior Lecturer in Tourism and Events at Northumbria, said
the Santander Internship scheme made it possible to work with innovative
events companies in the region such as BeaconHouse, and was enriching the
learning experience and career prospects for students. She explained: “This
relationship with Beaconhouse Events is a very special one, in how it engages
our students creatively in the world of work.”

Sophie Flanagan, from BeaconHouse Events, said:"We are delighted with our
relationship with Northumbria University. Being able to recruit enthusiastic
students with the energy, drive and skill-sets that Rachel has shown is a
fantastic support for a rapidly growing SME such as ours. Rachel has become
a key part of the team, providing assistance across a number of conferences
and award ceremonies. I’m confident the experience and knowledge gained
on the placement will be hugely rewarding and beneficial to her future
career.’

The Santander Universities SME Internships Programme provides
Northumbria students and graduates with the opportunity to secure paid
summer internships with small to medium sized business – typically for
between two and 10-weeks. It is designed to boost enterprise, employability
and innovation.

https://www.beaconhouse-events.co.uk/portfolio/bim-show-live/


Northumbria is a research-rich, business-focused, professional university with
a global reputation for academic excellence. To find out more about our
courses go to www.northumbria.ac.uk

If you have a media enquiry please contact our Media and Communications
team at media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk or call 0191 227 4604.

Contacts

Rik Kendall
Press Contact
PR and Media Manager
Business and Law / Arts, Design & Social Sciences
rik.kendall@northumbria.ac.uk
07923 382339

Andrea Slowey
Press Contact
PR and Media Manager
Engineering and Environment / Health and Life Sciences
andrea.slowey@northumbria.ac.uk
07708 509436

Rachael Barwick
Press Contact
PR and Media Manager
rachael.barwick@northumbria.ac.uk 
07377422415

James Fox
Press Contact
Student Communications Manager
james2.fox@northumbria.ac.uk

http://www.northumbria.ac.uk/
mailto:media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk
mailto:rik.kendall@northumbria.ac.uk
tel:07923 382339
mailto:andrea.slowey@northumbria.ac.uk
tel:07708 509436
mailto:rachael.barwick@northumbria.ac.uk 
tel:07377422415
mailto:james2.fox@northumbria.ac.uk


Kelly Elliott
Press Contact
PR and Media Officer
kelly2.elliott@northumbria.ac.uk

Gemma Brown
Press Contact
PR and Media Officer
gemma6.brown@northumbria.ac.uk

mailto:kelly2.elliott@northumbria.ac.uk
mailto:gemma6.brown@northumbria.ac.uk

