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Pioneering law clinic wins Green Gown
Award



Northumbria University, Newcastle, has won a highly prestigious Green Gown
Award UK & Ireland for the transformational work of its Student Law Office.

Set against an increasing Climate Crisis facing the world, the Green Gown
Awards put a spotlight on the innovative and inspiring sustainability work
taking place in universities and colleges to create a brighter future for their
students. Northumbria’s Student Law Office won in the “Benefiting Society”
category - recognising the powerful and innovative ways education
institutions are realising their purpose to benefit the lives of individuals,
communities and wider society.

The judges described Northumbria’s entry as great example of what a
university can achieve for social cohesion in the local community. They said
the project has “transformational impact on those involved. It’s impressive to
achieve so much with so little resource. Clearly measurable impact on
students’ employability”.

Northumbria is acknowledged as having one of the most active and
pioneering student law offices, where law students undertake free legal work
on behalf of real clients. In the past 10 years, students have represented
more than 2,500 clients recovering over £1.5 million.

Associate Professor and Director of the Student Law Office at Northumbria,
Paul McKeown, said: “Winning a Green Gown Award is a superb achievement
for the whole team involved with the Student Law Office. I believe it is also
recognition of the contribution Northumbria makes to the values and benefits
of clinical legal education – both for our students and for the clients they
serve. Being part of our Student Law Office enriches the learning experience
and career prospects of our students and provides access to justice for many
vulnerable clients in need - those who would otherwise have nowhere else to
turn for help.”

https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/about-us/academic-departments/northumbria-law-school/study/student-law-office/
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Professor John Wilson, Pro Vice-Chancellor for the Faculty of Business and
Law at Northumbria, added: “I’m delighted that the Student Law Office has
won a Green Gown Award. As well as providing law students with hands on
legal practice experience, the SLO offers pro bono legal advice and
representation to the public and demonstrates our commitment to the
Sustainable Development Goals, including justice for all.”

Iain Patton, CEO at EAUC and co-host of the Green Gown Awards ceremony,
said: “Now in its 15th year, the Green Gown Awards celebrate the very
pinnacle of best practice in a sector that is well ahead of the curve on the
sustainability agenda. The submissions this year were of an incredibly high
calibre, tackling a huge array of sustainable development areas. It was a hard
process to pick the winners, and it involved over 90 national and
international judges.” 

The recognition in the Green Gown Awards marks another achievement in a
very successful year in sustainability at Northumbria. The University was
named the fourth most sustainable University in the UK in the People &
Planet League earlier in the year and hit the ambitious carbon reduction
target set in 2010 a year early.

Northumbria has an ongoing commitment to supporting the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals. To discover how the University supports
each of the goals, visit www.northumbria.ac.uk/sustainability
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The Green Gown Awards UK and Ireland are administered by the EAUC – The
Alliance for Sustainability Leadership in Education and are governed by a
cross agency steering group or organisations in the sector. 

Northumbria is a research-rich, business-focused, professional university with
a global reputation for academic excellence. To find out more about our
courses go to www.northumbria.ac.uk

If you have a media enquiry please contact our Media and Communications
team at media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk or call 0191 227 4604.
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