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One week left to enter the Northern
Writers’ Awards
Writers based in the North of England have one week left to enter the
Northern Writers’ Awards 2016.
Northumbria University is a key supporter of the awards, with £40,000
available for writers, including cash awards and developmental bursaries.
This year will also see a brand new category introduced that is specifically for
the Northumbria’s students and alumni.
The Northern Writers’ Awards are free to enter and are open until 11pm,

Wednesday 3 February 2016 atwww.northerwritersawards.com. The awards
were founded by New Writing North in 2000 and are the country’s premiere
talent development programme for writers. They offer opportunities for both
new and established writers to develop their work towards publication or
broadcast and to progress their careers as writers. The Northern Writers’
Awards receive support from Northumbria University and funding from Arts
Council England.
Lucy Winskell OBE, Pro Vice-Chancellor (Business and Engagement),
Northumbria University, said: “The Northern Writers’ Awards are a fantastic
opportunity for new and emerging writers in the North of England. I'm very
excited to see which talented writers win this year’s awards and I’m
especially pleased to see a number of new categories, including the new
Northumbria University Student and Alumni Award, which is open to final
year students and alumni of the University.”
Claire Malcolm, chief executive of New Writing North, said: “It is always
incredibly exciting nearing the deadline of the Northern Writers’ Awards and
watching the entries coming in. Each year we are introduced to new writers
whose work we can support in many ways, from developmental support or
introductions to publishers and agents to future commissions.”
The literary agent Euan Thorneycroft(AM Heath), publisher Hannah Westland
(Serpent’s Tail), poet Patience Agbabi and children’s book publisher Leah
Thaxton (Faber), will judge the flagship Northern Writers’ Awards, which are
open to poets, novelists, children’s writers and writers of creative non-fiction;
graphic novels are also accepted in this category for the first time in 2016.
Other awards on offer in 2016 include the Channel 4/Northumbria University
Writing for Television Awards, which offer three new writers the rare
opportunity of a 12-month development period with independent production
company Lime Pictures. The Clare Swift Award, sponsored by North East
Chamber of Commerce, is open exclusively to writers in the North East, and
will award £1000 to the best unpublished short story. It will be judged by the
journalist and editor Peter Wilby, a former colleague of Clare Swift, who died
in 2013.
Northumbria is a key partner in the Northern Writers’ Awards, and a new
award, the Northumbria University Student and Alumni Award, will be
presented to one past or current student of the university. For a full list of

awards and criteria, including information on how to enter, go to:
www.northernwritersawards.com.
Northumbria University offers a wide range of courses in English Literature
and Creative Writing. To find out more go to:
www.northumbria.ac.uk/humanities

Northumbria is a research-rich, business-focused, professional university with
a global reputation for academic excellence. To find out more about our
courses go to www.northumbria.ac.uk
If you have a media enquiry please contact our Media and Communications
team at media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk or call 0191 227 4571.
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