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Northumbria law student crowned first
Apprentice of the Year for the region

A law student from Northumbria University’s first-ever Solicitor Higher
Apprenticeship cohort has been named Apprentice of the Year at the highly
prestigious Northern Law Awards.

Originally from Leeds, Saffron is in her sixth and final year of the programme
at Northumbria, studying part-time whilst working at Newcastle-based law
firm Sintons.

https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/study-at-northumbria/courses/solicitor-higher-apprenticeship-dupsor1/
https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/study-at-northumbria/courses/solicitor-higher-apprenticeship-dupsor1/
https://sintons.co.uk/


The Northern Law Awards celebrate the great wealth of legal talent within
the region. Saffron achieved the title ‘Apprentice of the Year’ - a new category
which debuted at this year’s ceremony at St James’ Park.

In a category with a shortlist of exceptional calibre, Saffron showed excellent
legal skills over a range of disciplines, a proven track record of academic
ability, and significant personal and professional development.

Northumbria University student, Saffron Sinclair presented with the Apprentice of the
Year award at the Northern Law Awards

“Being named the first Apprentice of the Year is a huge achievement, and I
am so proud and honoured to have been presented this award,” Saffron said.

“I am extremely grateful for the support I have had throughout the full six
years – both from Northumbria and Sintons, who have played an integral part
in shaping my career. I feel ready and confident to re-enter the workplace as
a qualified and well-rounded lawyer.”

Kayliegh Richardson, Associate Professor in Law at Northumbria Law School,
said: “The entire Solicitor Higher Apprenticeship team at Northumbria are

https://lawawards.co.uk/


proud of Saffron and her success at the Northern Law Awards. Saffron has
worked incredibly hard during her six-year apprenticeship programme,
balancing work at one of the region’s leading law firms with her academic
study and achieving high results throughout. She has a fantastic career in law
ahead of her.”

Sally Green who is Saffron’s Workplace Coach at Northumbria added: “I am
thrilled that Saffron has received this award, reflecting her hard work and
commitment to both her studies and her role at Sintons across a number of
teams. She has shown great character and resilience by always going the
extra mile. As her coach, it has been a privilege to work with her.”

Christopher Welch, Managing Partner at Sintons, said: “Saffron’s win is
incredibly well deserved. Six years ago, she moved across the country on her
own to start an apprenticeship, having never even worked in an office
environment before.

“We’ve seen her confidence grow, her legal skills develop, and her academic
achievements speak for themselves: she achieved a first-class honours during
the pandemic and in her recent SQE1 assessment Saffron scored within the
top 20% across England and Wales.

“Saffron is a huge asset to the team and we’re proud that she chose to build
her career at Sintons.”

The Solicitor Higher Apprenticeship is a research-rich, experientially focused
programme, combining theoretical academic study with practice-based and
work-based learning modules providing the knowledge, skills and behaviours
required to practice as a solicitor.

As the only university in the North of England to offer this course,
Northumbria is at the forefront of higher and degree apprenticeships. It has
the knowledge and expertise to deliver this course in a way that results in
both apprentice and employer satisfaction.

Business Development Manager at Northumbria University, Vincent Robson
said: “I am thrilled for Saffron, this Award is absolutely deserved. It highlights
the success of our Solicitor Higher Apprenticeship and the partnership we
have developed with Sintons to develop future legal talent.”

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsintons.co.uk%2Four-people%2Fchristopher-welch%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmegan2.dixon%40northumbria.ac.uk%7Cf0dd5b53056641d2c75508dca5808b4d%7Ce757cfdd1f354457af8f7c9c6b1437e3%7C0%7C0%7C638567219022653036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=exOm3CeHJFWbTtfr8l0Jyg0tmeJTYLiCngKDW%2BTi%2B2g%3D&reserved=0
https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/study-at-northumbria/courses/solicitor-higher-apprenticeship-dupsor1/


Find out more about studying Law at Northumbria University.

A limited number of places are available on selected courses starting this
September. Visit www.northumbria.ac.uk/clearing to find out more.

UNIVERSITY OF THE YEAR 2022 (Times Higher Education Awards)

Northumbria is a research-intensive university that unlocks potential for all,
changing lives regionally, nationally and internationally. 

Two thirds of Northumbria's undergraduate students come from the North
East region and go into employment in the region when they graduate,
demonstrating Northumbria's significant contribution to social mobility and
levelling up in the North East of England.

Find out more about us at www.northumbria.ac.uk

--- Please contact media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk with any media
enquiries or interview requests ---
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