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Multicultural Britain under threat?

The impact of immigration legislation on the UK’s ‘everyday borders’ was
among the topics discussed at a special panel and film screening at
Northumbria University recently.
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The panel, featuring Northumbria’s Dr Kathryn Cassidy, Don Flynn, Director of
Migrants Rights Network, and Clare Hurst, a senior solicitor at Newcastle Law
Centre, was chaired by Newcastle MP Chi Onwurah, who also introduced the
documentary film, which preceded the debate.

Directed by Orson Nava, Everyday Borders explores whether the peaceful
coexistence of multi-cultural Britain is under threat as more members of the
public are being asked to perform what amounts to the role of UK border
guards. Next week’s event has been organised by senior lecturer Dr Kathryn
Cassidy alongside Northumbria's Social and Cultural Geographies Research
Group and reflects one of the ways in which academics are seeking to address
contemporary issues of social inequality. The film has been shown at a
number of UK universities to help raise awareness of immigration, especially
among students and young people. Watch Everyday Borders here.

Dr Kathryn Cassidy said: “It was evident during the screening of the film that
the issues being raised really resonated with members of the audience, many
of whom clearly had been directly affected both personally and professionally
by UK immigration legislation and everyday bordering. Consequently, there
were a number of searching questions asked during the debate and many of
us continued informally for some time afterwards.

“While we cannot begin to say that we have developed a clear plan to
address all of the facets of everyday bordering here in the North East, what
was achieved was some consensus on key avenues to pursue – particularly
research and campaigning – as well as the development of new

https://player.vimeo.com/video/163252402
https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/about-us/our-staff/c/kathryn-cassidy/
https://vimeo.com/126315982


relationships.

“These will enable many of us to broaden and expand our current work,
whether that be through research, campaigning, policy-making or direct
support to migrant communities. Such pervasive legislation necessitates
multi-level challenges in response.”

Everyday Borders was made in conjunction with the Southall Black Sisters,
Migrant Rights Network and the Refugee and Migrant Forum of Essex and
London. It is free and accessible to the public via video sharing website
Vimeo. The team behind it are urging people not only to view it, but to
download it, organise showings and advertise it via social media.

The University offers a range of courses in Geography with the department
ranked Top 30 in the UK based on research power following the results of the
Research Excellence Framework 2014. To find out more about studying at
Northumbria go to: www.northumbria.ac.uk/geography

Northumbria is a research-rich, business-focused, professional university with
a global reputation for academic excellence. To find out more about our
courses go to www.northumbria.ac.uk

If you have a media enquiry please contact our Media and Communications
team at media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk or call 0191 227 4571.
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