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British Deputy High Commission hosts
photography exhibition informed by
research

The British Deputy High Commission in Kolkata, India, has hosted a
photography exhibition and the launch of a bilingual photobook showcasing
the findings of research on the role of voluntary work in meeting the
challenges of climate change.

Led by Northumbria University and Jadavpur University in India, the research
and photo exhibition challenges the usual narrative on volunteering by those



who are well-off travelling to provide support, through its focus on the
voluntary work of marginalised communities who are often first on the scene.
The work of these communities can go unrecognised, but is a critically
important part of many people’s lives, and of communities’ strategies for
coping with climate change in the Indian Sundarbans.

A cluster of low-lying islands found in the Bay of Bengal, the Sundarbans is
spread across India and Bangladesh, and is famous for its unique mangrove
forests. The active delta region is among the largest in the world, measuring
about 40,000 square kilometres.

The research has been conducted as part of Living Deltas, a transdisciplinary
research hub funded by the UK Government’s Research and Innovation Fund
and Global Challenges Research Fund.

The research team, led by Professor Matt Baillie Smith from Northumbria
University and Sumana Banerjee from Jadavpur University, used participatory
approaches, including photography and diary writing, to prioritise the voices
and experiences of community members in the Sundarbans. This provides
unique and important insights into the ways those community members think
about and participate in voluntary work.

The photobook and exhibition share images and diary entries produced by
community members in the Sundarbans, illustrating the role that voluntary
work plays in adapting and responding to climate-related disaster, and
maintaining the region’s delicate eco-system. They show how it can help
challenge social norms and play a critical role in maintaining and protecting
infrastructures, such as embankments. But they also show that this work does
not come without challenges.

The exhibition and book call for recognition of the importance of voluntary
work by marginalised communities in meeting the challenges of the climate
crisis. They also aim to prompt change through the creation of more inclusive
and fair approaches to volunteer mobilisation.

Dr Andrew Fleming, British Deputy High Commissioner to East and Northeast
India, said: “I am proud to introduce what is both a powerful and beautiful
book, but also an important piece of research built on a strong UK/India
collaboration. I hope the insights shared here can be widely disseminated and
contribute to ensuring we do all we can to protect fragile but vital

https://livingdeltas.org/
https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/about-us/our-staff/b/matt-baillie-smith
https://jadavpuruniversity.in/
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/andrew-fleming


ecosystems such as the Indian Sundarbans.”

Matt Baillie Smith, Professor of Global Development and Dean of Research
Culture at Northumbria University, said: “Working in partnership with
Jadavpur University and with organisations and communities in the
Sundarbans has enabled us to do research that really requires us to think
differently about the role of voluntary work and the challenges of climate
change. The work that communities do cannot be taken for granted. It can
bring important benefits, but stakeholders need to come together to make
sure that it is recognised and supported effectively and fairly.”

Further information about Northumbria University’s research on Volunteering,
Climate Adaptation and Disasters (VOCAD), including a short video, is
available online at www.northumbria.ac.uk.

Discover more here about Northumbria University’s work to create a world-
leading hub of research expertise in volunteering, humanitarian crises and
development.
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Northumbria is a research-intensive university that unlocks potential for all,
changing lives regionally, nationally and internationally. Find out more about
us at www.northumbria.ac.uk
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