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Get Ready to Innovate with Northumbria
University’s Creative Fuse Team

As part of Creative Fuse North East, Northumbria University’s design
innovation team is launching two new innovation support programmes: one
for clothing and textiles organisations; the other for DJs and musicians.

Small businesses and sole traders are being invited to take part in two new,
fully-funded, action-packed workshop programmes to help recognise and
realise their innovation potential.

At the start of the programmes, each participating organisation or individual
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will be matched with their own personal team of expert facilitators who will
guide them through the process and tailor the experience to their specific
needs. Working closely with their team, the facilitators will use a mix of high-
energy creative activities to gently challenge current thinking and generate
ideas for new ways to create value and achieve goals.

The interactive, design-led innovation approach offers participants a fresh
perspective on their business opportunities and challenges. Those who take
part in the programmes will gain hands-on experience of new ways of
working to spark ideas for new services and products, or new ways of
thinking about the future of their businesses.

Each programme consists of three 3-hour workshop sessions and a one-to-
one follow-up session at the Northern Design Centre, Gateshead.

‘Get Ready to Innovate: Clothing and Textiles’

• Session 1: 16th April;
• Session 2: 19th April;
• Session 3: 30th April;
• 1-2-1 review session: May-June (date to be agreed with each

participating organisation)

Find out more and book now

‘Get Ready to Innovate: DJs and Musicians’

• Session 1: 17th April;
• Session 2: 20th April;
• Session 3: 1st May;
• 1-2-1 review session: May-June (date to be agreed with each

participating organisation)

Find out more and book now

These two new programmes are part of ‘Get Ready to Innovate’: a series of
design-led creative sessions that help organisations and individuals to
explore opportunities for innovation and growth.

One previous ‘Get Ready to Innovate’ participant commented: “I have so many
ideas I now want to apply to my business, in order to grow and make a huge

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Northern+Design+Centre/@54.9670248,-1.594516,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x384a02a5b09c4fc1?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjzyPbzp63aAhXIY1AKHd_pDawQ_BIIkAEwEQ
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/get-ready-to-innovate-textiles-clothing-tickets-44635283334
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/get-ready-to-innovate-musicians-djs-tickets-44635792858


impact. I would definitely recommend this to any business wanting to make
an impact in any way, shape or form.”

Another said: “I wanted to let you all know how much we valued the work
you did. We have changed our process approach radically already. Thanks for
all your support over the last few weeks. I feel we have taken a jump
forwards and it’s down to both the program you took us through and the
gently challenging manner you all adopted.”

Running until October 2018, Creative Fuse is a multi-disciplinary, multi
stakeholder action research project which explores the social, economic and
innovation value of the Creative Digital and IT (CDIT) sector in the region.
Alongside this research strand, funded by the Arts and Humanities Research
Council (AHRC), Arts Council England and European Regional Development
Funds are being used to support direct engagement with creative freelancers
and SMEs in the sector, developing innovative collaborations and approaches
and promoting economic growth.

Creative Fuse aims to encourage businesses to share best practice and adopt
new innovative working practices to help the creative, digital and IT sector
become more resilient and encourage growth, creating more and better jobs
for the region. The project also looks at how skills in the creative, digital and
tech sector can be used to stimulate innovation in many of the region’s other
key sectors.

To find out more about Get Ready to Innovate or enquire about future
sessions, please contact northumbria@creativefusene.org.uk. We welcome
enquiries from all sectors, not just those discussed above.

Below is a short film providing more information about the approach to
innovation within Northumbria University’s Creative Fuse team.



View embedded content here

Creative Fuse: Get Ready to Innovate at Northumbria from Creative Fuse
North East on Vimeo.

Northumbria is a research-rich, business-focused, professional university with
a global reputation for academic excellence. To find out more about our
courses go to www.northumbria.ac.uk

If you have a media enquiry please contact our Media and Communications
team at media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk or call 0191 227 4604.
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